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$11 SiT Govindadeva Ji

Abhidheya — The Lord Who Guides Us to Loving Service

(11 .. . .
Bhaktya mam abhijanati yavan ya$ casmi tattvatah.”

113
Only through devotional service can one truly understand Me as | am.”
— Bhagavad-gita 18.55

The Lord does not manifest merely so that we may behold Him. He appears to engage us in His loving service. The true beginning of bhakti is not
simply seeing the Lord—it is awakening the desire to serve Him.

When the heart of the conditioned soul grows weary of chasing countless worldly desires and sincerely begins to seek only the Supreme Lord, the
Lord does not remain silent. Out of His boundless mercy, He personally guides that soul. Sometimes He comes as the spiritual master, sometimes as
the revealed scriptures, sometimes through His devotees, and sometimes He appears directly in His divine Deity form.

The appearance of $ri St Govindadeva Ji is one of the most beautiful examples of this divine guidance. He did not reveal Himself simply to grant
darsana; He also taught His devotees how to lovingly serve Him after finding Him. For this reason, Vaisnava theology reveres Sr1 Govindadeva as the

Abhidheya-vigraha—the Deity who teaches the practice of devotional service. If $ri Madana-mohana establishes our eternal relationship with the
Lord (sambandha), St1 Govindadeva teaches us how to live that relationship through loving service and spiritual practice (abhidheya).

9 .. .
Mahaprabhu s Divine Mission

When $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu met Sri Riipa Gosvami at Prayaga, He did far more than offer a few spiritual instructions. He entrusted him with the
mission of His own heart.

Mahaprabhu desired that the world once again understand the true identity of $r1 Krsna, His eternal abode, His divine pastimes, and the pure path of

9
prema-bhakti. At that time, most of Vrndavana s sacred pastime places had disappeared beneath the passage of time, and many ancient Deities had
been hidden underground to protect them from invasions.

He instructed Sri Riipa Gosvami:
(14 ) 9 3 ) 3 ) B ) N . )

Go to Vrndavana. Rediscover the lost places of Krsna s pastimes. Find His hidden Deities, establish the principles of devotion, and reveal the true
path of divine love to the world.”

This was not merely an instruction—it became the very foundation of the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition. Mahaprabhu knew that countless generations
would come to know Sr Krsna through the teachings and writings of St Raipa Gosvami.

The Search for Govindadeva

bl . q
Accepting Mahaprabhu s order as the very purpose of his life, ST Riipa Gosvami journeyed to Vrndavana.

The Vrndavana of that time was very different from the one we see today. Dense forests stretched in every direction. Kadamba and tamala trees,

9
shaded the land. The gentle Yamuna flowed peacefully, while sandy hillocks dotted the landscape. Vrajavasis still carried living memories of Krsna s

pastimes in their hearts.
Day and night, SiT Rapa Gosvami wandered through the sacred dust of Vraja.

Sometimes he sat on the banks of the Yamuna absorbed in bhajana.
Sometimes he circumambulated Govardhana Hill.
Sometimes he humbly approached elderly residents of Vraja and asked,

113
Do you remember any ancient Deity hidden in this place?”

Yet no one could give him a definite answer.

Still, he never abandoned his search.

For him, this was not an archaeological expedition.
He was searching for his beloved Lord.

With each passing day, his prayers grew deeper:

(15
O Lord! If itis Your desire that | serve You, then please reveal Yourself and show me the way.”

Such is the mood of a true devotee.



A devotee does not believe he can attain the Lord through personal effort alone.

9
He patiently waits for the Lord s mercy.

The Mysterious Cowherd Boy
One day, while ST Riipa Gosvami sat on the bank of the Yamuna praying intensely to the Lord, his heart overflowed with separation.

His only cry was:

(15
My Lord... where are You?”

Just then, a charming dark-complexioned cowherd boy from Vraja approached him.

. ke
His face radiated extraordinary beauty, and His smile instantly dispelled all of $r1 Riipa Gosvam ~ 1s sorrow.

The boy gently asked,

(15
Baba, why do you look so sad?”
Sri Riipa Gosvami replied,

(15
I am searching for my Lord, Govindadeva, but I cannot find Him.”

The boy smiled and said simply,
(19
Every day, a sacred cow comes to Goma Tila. Without anyone milking her, she pours her milk upon one particular spot. Your Govindadeva is
residing there.”
Having spoken these words, the boy quietly departed.
After the mysterious boy disappeared, SrT Riipa Gosvami looked around in amazement—but the boy was nowhere to be seen. At that very moment, a
divine realization awakened within his heart. This was no ordinary cowherd boy. It was Sr1 Krsna Himself, who had personally come to guide His
devotee.
The following day, StT Riipa Gosvami, accompanied by many Vrajavasis, went to Goma Tila. Exactly as the boy had described, a sacred cow arrived
and, without being milked by anyone, lovingly poured her milk upon one particular spot on the ground. The villagers immediately understood that
this place was extraordinary.
Filled with reverence, they began excavating the site.
Within a short time, a wonderfully beautiful, effulgent, and enchanting Deity emerged from beneath the earth.
The moment SiT Riipa Gosvami beheld the Lord, tears streamed from his eyes.
Years of searching...
Countless heartfelt prayers...
Endless waiting. ..
All had reached their glorious fulfillment.
The Lord for whom he had wandered through every corner of Vraja had now personally revealed Himself before His loving devotee.
This divine Deity was none other than Sri Govindadeva, one of the principal Deities originally established after the Dvapara-yuga by Sri Vajranabha,
the great-grandson of I70rd Sri Krsna. In the course of history, the Deity had been goncealed beneath the earth to protect Him from invading forces.
Now, by the desire of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and through the pure devotion of StT Riipa Gosvami, the Lord once again manifested Himself for the
benefit of His devotees.
The entire land of Vraja erupted in celebration.
Kirtana resounded everywhere.
Temple bells rang joyfully.
Every heart overflowed with one realization:
The Lord is never truly lost. He simply waits for the moment when a sincere devotee begins searching for Him with humility and love.

When our search is free from pride and filled instead with genuine humility...

When our longing is motivated not by selfish desire but by the aspiration to serve...



This is the true meaning of the guidance of divine mercy.

The Service of Sr Govindadeva
Abhidheya — Transforming Relationship into Loving Service
The name Govinda carries profound spiritual significance.
Among the countless names of Lord Krsna, each reveals a unique aspect of His qualities, pastimes, and compassion. The name Govinda is especially
rich in meaning.
. . (14 .
The scriptures explain that the word ~ Go” refers to many things:
Cows
The senses
The Vedas
The Earth
Speech
All living beings
6, . . . . .
The word ~ Vinda” means one who gives joy, nourishes, protects, and satisfies.
Thus, Govinda is:
The giver of happiness to the cows.
The Lord who attracts our restless senses toward His divine beauty.
The sustainer of the entire Earth.
The ultimate goal of all the Vedas.
The One who fills the hearts of His devotees with divine love.
Therefore, the Brahma-sarnhita glorifies Him with the immortal prayer:
Govindam adi-purusarh tam aharn bhajami.
(13
I worship Govinda, the original Supreme Person.”
In the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition, three Deities beautifully represent the complete journey of spiritual life:
Sri Madana-mohana — Sambandha (our eternal relationship with the Lord)
Sri Govindadeva — Abhidheya (the practice of devotional service)

$rf Gopinatha — Prayojana (the ultimate goal—pure love of Godhead)

As explained by Srila Jiva Gosvami and the previous acaryas, every sincere seeker progresses through these three stages of spiritual realization.
Following the appearance of Sr Govindadeva, Sr7 Riipa Gosvami began serving the Lord with the utmost simplicity and devotion.

He possessed neither a magnificent temple nor ornaments of gold.
He had no army of servants or royal wealth.
What he did possess was far more precious—a heart overflowing with pure love for the Lord.

Every day he would personally gather fresh flowers, lovingly offer sacred Tulas leaves, prepare offerings for the Lord, chant kirtana, and spend long
hours simply gazing upon the beautiful face of Sr1 Govindadeva.

For him, devotional service was not a routine obligation or religious duty.
It was the very breath of his life.

While engaged in this intimate service, Sri Riipa Gosvami composed some of the greatest treasures of Gaudiya Vaisnava literature, including Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, Ujjvala-nilamani, Vidagdha-madhava, and Lalita-madhava.

It is said that every word flowing from his pen carried the inspiration and blessings of SrT Govindadeva Himself.
The True Meaning of Service

Often, we think that service simply means performing some activity within a temple.

But the life of Si7 Riipa Gosvam teaches us a much deeper truth.

Service does not begin with our hands.

It begins within the heart.

When food is lovingly prepared for the pleasure of the Lord—it becomes service.



When knowledge is written to glorify Him—it becomes service.
When music is sung only to delight Him—it becomes service.

)
When every thought, every action, and every moment of one s life is dedicated to His pleasure—that is the true meaning of Abhidheya, the living
practice of devotion.

n DE T
Srimati Radhar~ @X1Ls Arrival in Vindavana— A Cherished Temple Tradition

One of the most beautiful traditions associated with the worship of SiT Govindadeva has been lovingly preserved by devotees for generations.

It is said that there was a time when Sri Govindadeva was worshipped without a separate Deity of Srimati Radharan beside Him. The devotees
longed to see the Divine Couple worshipped together, for how could the Lord of VVrndavana be complete without His eternal beloved?

According to an ancient temple tradition, at that time a beautiful Goddess Deity was being worshipped in the sacred temple of Lord Jagannatha in
Purt. Many devotees revered Her as Mahalaksm.

One night, the Gajapati King of Puri received a remarkable dream.
The Divine Lady appeared before him and said:
(13 A . . . . R . .
| am not Mahalaksmi. | am Sri Radha, the Queen of Vraja. My rightful place is beside My beloved Sr7 Govindadeva in Vrndavana. Please take Me
there.”

When the king awoke, he accepted the dream not as an ordinary vision, but as a divine instruction. With great reverence and royal honour, the sacred
Deity was sent to Vmdavana.

When Srimati Radharani was finally installed beside $ri Govindadeva, the devotees felt that the worship of the Divine Couple had attained its natural
completeness. The sweetness of VVrndavana seemed to shine even more brightly.

Many years later, when the sacred Deities of Vrndavana were respectfully moved to safer places during a time of great turmoil, Srimati Radharani
journeyed alongside Her beloved Govindadeva to Jaipur.

Even today, as devotees stand before the Divine Couple in Jaipur, this cherished tradition gently reminds them of an eternal truth:

Sri Radha and Sri Krsna are never separated. Where Govindadeva is present, Sri Rﬁdh, 2_15 love is eternally present. And wherever Sri Radha is, the
true sweetness of Vrndavana blossoms forever.

The Temple of $ri Govindadeva

As the fame of Sr7 Govindadeva spread across India, Vmdavana once again blossomed into a great center of devotion.

Kings, saints, scholars, and pilgrims from distant lands came to receive His dar$ana.

Among them was the great devotee Raja Man Singh of Amber.

The moment he beheld Sr Govindadeva, his heart overflowed with devotion.

He resolved:

(13 . . . .
I shall build a temple for my Lord whose grandeur will proclaim to the world who truly reigns over Vrndavana.”

Toward the end of the sixteenth century, an extraordinary seven-storeyed temple of red sandstone was constructed.

It was regarded as one of the most magnificent temples in northern India.

Its architecture beautifully harmonized Indian, Rajasthani, and the finest elements of contemporary Mughal craftsmanship.

Pilgrims traveling from faraway places stood in awe at its breathtaking beauty.

Although only a portion of that majestic structure remains today, its surviving walls continue to silently testify to the devotion, vision, and spiritual
grandeur of those who built it.

The Glory of Service, Not the Temple

The temple of Sr7 Govindadeva was indeed magnificent.

Yet the Lord was not pleased because of its towering walls or carved stones.

He was pleased because every single stone had been placed with love.

The Lord does not require grand buildings.

He resides within the loving hearts of His devotees.



A magnificent temple becomes meaningful only when humble and heartfelt service continues to flourish within it.
Even today, many of us wish to serve the Lord.

Yet we often postpone our service, thinking:

(13

When | have more time... ”
(13

When | have more wealth...”

(13
When | become more qualified... ”

$ri Govindadeva teaches a timeless lesson:
Service does not begin with favorable circumstances.
Service begins with surrender.
The Lord is not waiting for our resources.
He is waiting for our hearts.
The day we begin living solely for His pleasure, our own lives also become expressions of Abhidheya—Iloving devotional service in action.
Indeed, finding the Lord is wonderful—but even more important is living in such a way that the Lord Himself may lovingly say:
(14
This is My servant.”
The Protection of St Govind Dev Ji
When the Lord Journeyed to Protect the Love of His Devotees
In the latter half of the sixteenth century, Vrindavan had once again become a vibrant center of devotion. By the order of'S'rT Chaitanya Mahaprabhu,
the Six Goswamis had rediscovered the lost pastime places of Braj. The worship of Str1 Madan Mohan, Sr1 Govind Dev, Sri Gopinath, Sr1 Radha
Raman, and other divine Deities began once again with great reverence and grandeur. Kings, saints, scholars, and countless devotees from different
parts of the country started coming to Vrindavan. The entire land of Braj once again resounded with the chanting of the holy names, kirtan, and
devotion.

But history took a difficult turn.

During the reign of Aurangzeb, many ancient temples across northern India came under threat. In 1669 CE, orders were issued for the destruction of
many prominent temples. Vrindavan was not spared from this crisis.

At that time, the greatest concern before the devotees was not the temples.

Their greatest concern was—

(13 . I
How can we preserve the uninterrupted service of our Lord?”

Not the Protection of God, but the Protection of Service

2
The Lord is all-powerful. The Supreme Lord, who protects the entire universe, does not require anyone s protection.

But the nature of love is altogether different.

A mother protects her child.

Mother Yasoda applies kajal to Krishna to protect Him from the evil eye.

The gopis worry that a thorn may prick His lotus feet.

Similarly, a devotee does not protect God; rather, the devotee protects his service to God.

The Gaudiya acaryas explain that the Deity is not merely an idol of stone or metal. The Deity is the Lord Himself in His arca-avatara form, and it is
the great fortune of the devotees to serve Him.

To ensure the continuity of this service, the temple servants and the Rajput protectors decided to move the original Deity to a safe place.
According to historical records, the original Deity of $ri Govind Dev Ji was respectfully and carefully taken out of Vrindavan.
In this endeavor, the temple servants received the protection of the Kachwaha royal dynasty of Amber (present-day Jaipur).

This was not an act of fleeing.



9
It was an effort to protect the Lord " s service.

9
As the Lord " s Deity was being taken away from Vrindavan, the eyes of many devotees were filled with tears.

The Lord whose darshan had been the very foundation of their lives was now leaving the sacred land of Braj.

Yet deep within their hearts, they also held an unwavering faith—

(13 . . : . .
Wherever our Govind resides, there Vrindavan will also reside.”

From Kamyavan to Jaipur

Sri Govind Dev Ji was not taken directly to Jaipur.

During the journey, He stayed for some time in Kamyavan and other secure places within Braj Mandal.

Later, when circumstances became favorable, He was taken to the kingdom of Amber.

When Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh 11 established the city of Jaipur, he respectfully installed $17 Govind Dev Ji at the very center of the city.

Even today, the temple of Sri Govind Dev Ji, situated near the City Palace of Jaipur, is regarded as one of the foremost Vaisnava pilgrimage sites in
Rajasthan.

The royal family never considered themselves the rulers of the kingdom.

They always accepted Lord Sri Govind Dev Ji as the true sovereign and regarded themselves only as His servants.
This tradition continues to be observed with great reverence even today.

Vrindavan Still Belongs to Him

Although the original Deity now resides in Jaipur, Vrindavan has never become devoid of Him.

At the ancient Govind Dev Temple in Vrindavan, the worship of His representative (pratibhii) Deity continues with the same love, devotion, and
Vaisnava tradition.

Even today, when a devotee stands before the majestic remains of that magnificent temple, he does not merely see a structure of red sandstone.
He sees the austerities of SrT Riipa Goswami.

He remembers the miracle of Goma Tila.

He recalls the moment when the Lord personally revealed Himself before His devotee.

Srila A. C. Bhakgivedanta Swami Prabhupada repeatedly emphasized that our entire spiritual life is about becoming Rapanuga—that is, following in
the footsteps of St Riipa Goswami.

And wherever Sri Riipa Goswami is, there his worshipable Lord, ST Govind Deyv, is also present.
Thus, $17 Govind Dev is not merely a historical Deity.

He is the very heart of the entire Ripanuga Gaudiya tradition.

He teaches us that the Lord’s mercy is not limited to receiving His darshan.

He also teaches us to walk the path of service, spiritual practice, and divine love.

A Message for Our Lives

We all wish to attain the Lord.

But do we also wish to serve Him?

Sri Govind Dev Ji reminds us that devotion is not merely about visiting a temple and taking darshan.
The true meaning of bhakti is—

To dedicate every thought, every action, and every breath of our lives for the pleasure of the Lord.

When service becomes our very nature, the Lord Himself begins to guide our lives.

(14 . h ] e .
The simplest path to attain the Lord is to surrender oneself in His service.”



(19
Where there is service, there is Govind.”

Bhagavad-gita 18.55
bhaktya mam abhijanati yavan yas casmi tattvatah
tato marm tattvato jiiatva visate tad-anantaram

(13 . . . .
Only by devotion can | be truly known as | am. And upon knowing Me in truth, the devotee attains My eternal abode.”

Abhidheya — The Guidance of Divine Mercy

Sri $17 Govind Dev Ji teaches us that the Lord is not only our worshipable Deity; He is also our guide. He calls us to His lotus feet, teaches us the path
of service, and when we lovingly surrender unto Him, He makes our lives a part of His own divine pastimes.

O S$17 Govind Dev!

Just as You personally revealed the path to $rT Riipa Goswami, please remove the darkness of ignorance from our lives as well.

Bless us with a heart that longs not only for Your darshan, but also for Your service.

May our every thought, every action, and every breath become dedicated to the service of Your lotus feet.

This alone is the greatest perfection of our lives.

The Divine Secrets of Sr1 Govind Dev Ji
Did you know?
« According to the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition, the original Deity of $rT Govind Dev Ji is one of the three principal Deities established by Lord

> . .
Krsna s great-grandson, St Vajranabha, after the Dvapara-yuga.

3 . . . . . . . ’
* Sri Raipa Goswami did not attain the Lord through his own intelligence, but through his humble prayers and the Lord s mercy.
« The place where SrT Govind Dev Ji manifested is today known as Goma Tila.
* The seven-storeyed temple built by Raja Man Singh was regarded as one of the most magnificent works of religious architecture in India during its
time.
« Today, the original Deity resides in Jaipur, while the daily worship of His representative (pratibhai) Deity continues in Vrindavan.
* In Gaudiya philosophy, StT Govind Dev Ji is the presiding Lord of Abhidheya—the Lord who teaches us how to lovingly render devotional service
unto Him.

If $r1 Govind Dev Ji Were to Say Something to Us Today...

(13
Do not worry about searching for Me.

Instead, make your life worthy of My service.
When the desire for sincere service awakens within your heart,
I Myself will bring you to Me. ”

When ST Govind Dev Ji Personally Had His Commentary Written

The Lord does not only protect His devotees. ..

When the time comes, He also protects His philosophy and His disciplic tradition.

One such wonderful pastime is connected with the service of Sri Srf Govind Dev Ji.

When the authenticity of the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya was questioned and a commentary on the Vedanta-siitra was demanded, Srila Visvanatha
Cakravarti Thakura sent his disciple, $ri Baladeva Vidyabhiisana, to Jaipur.

Sri Baladeva Vidyabhiisana approached Sr7 Sr7 Govind Dev Ji not with the pride of a scholar, but as a humble servant, offering prayers at His lotus
feet.

That night, St Govind Dev Ji appeared to him in a dream and assured him:

(13 . .
You write... | Myself shall tell you what to write.”

b
By the Lord s mercy, the Govinda-bhasya was completed within only a few days. When the commentary was presented before the assembly of

scholars, all objections were naturally silenced, and the Gaudiya Vaisnava sampradaya was accepted as an authentic Vaisnava tradition.

Even today, the Govinda-bhasya is not merely a great philosophical work...

It stands as an eternal testimony to the truth that when a devotee takes complete shelter of the Lord with full surrender, the Lord Himself protects His
philosophy, His devotees, and His mission through that devotee.

Close your eyes for a few moments.

Imagine—

You are standing upon Goma Tila in Vrindavan.

It is early morning.

A gentle breeze is flowing from the Yamuna.

A sacred cow peacefully approaches and offers her milk upon the earth.
Within the earth, the Lord is present...

And Sri Riipa Goswami stands there with folded hands.

A few moments later, the Lord personally manifests Himself.
Now experience yourself standing among that gathering...
And silently pray within your heart—

(11 .
O Govind! Just as You revealed the path to Sr1 Rapa Goswami, please guide the path of my life as well.”

An Inspiration for Our Lives

Today, most of us seek blessings from the Lord.
But Sri Govind Dev teaches us a higher prayer.
Do not simply say—

(11
Lord, please remove my problems.”
Instead, pray—



(11 i
Lord, please make me such that | may live only for Your pleasure.”
When our priorities change,

bl
the Lord s mercy also begins to manifest in a new way.

Prayer

O 11 Govind Dev!

May every day of my life be spent in Your service.

May my thoughts be pure.

May my words be gentle.

May my actions be offered at Your lotus feet.

Please bless me with a heart that seeks not the world,

but only Your pleasure.

Just as You accepted Sri Riipa Goswami, kindly make me too a small instrument of Your service.

Sri $17 Govind Dev Ji reminds us that the path to the Lord is not opened merely through knowledge or personal endeavor. When a sincere longing for
selfless service awakens within the heart, the Lord Himself, through the guru, the scriptures, His devotees, and His divine Deity form, takes us by the
hand and leads us to His lotus feet.



